REMARKS 



Claims 1-14 are pending in the application. Claims 1-14 were objected to because of 
formalities as described on pages 2-4 of the Office Action. 

Item 12 of the Office Action Summary indicates that the certified copy of the priority 
document has not been received. Attached hereto is a copy of the front page of the certified copy of 
Japanese Patent Application Number 2001-025419, in addition to the date stamped postcard 
indicating that the USPTO received the certified copy of the Japanese patent application. 
Accordingly, Applicants request that the Examiner acknowledge that a certified copy of the priority 
document has been received. 

The application was indicated as being in condition for allowance. Therefore, it is 
respectfully submitted that the application is now in condition for allowance. 

Having fully and completely responded to the Office Action, Applicants submit that all of 
the claims are now in condition for allowance, an indication of which is respectfully solicited. 

If there are any outstanding issues that might be resolved by an interview or an Examiner's 
amendment, the Examiner is requested to call Applicants' attorney at the telephone number shown 
below. 



TDR/abm 

Washington, D.C. 20006-1021 
Telephone (202) 721-8200 
Facsimile (202) 721-8250 
November 8, 2004 



Respectfully submitted. 



Masato HORAGUCHI et al. 




Thomas D. Robbins 
Registration No. 43,369 
Attorney for Applicants 
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